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Marco Polo’s Odyssey

During the Middle Ages, most people in Europe spent their entire lives in the village
where they were born. But in the 13 century, a young Italian named Marco Polo travelled
all the way to China! Marco was only seventeen years old when he left Venice. It took him
almost four years to cover the vast distance over steppes, deserts and mountains before
he finally reached the palace of Kublai Khan, the Mongol emperor.

When he arrived, Marco found a shining palace of marble and gold. The walls of the
palace ran for miles and enclosed a vast park full of animals and over two hundred kinds Wazge/iElle]
of birds. China was full of riches that Europeans were eager to buy. Kublai Khan was [REZECEE
impressed and sent Marco Polo on many important missions to distant parts of the empire.

When Marco Polo returned home to the city of Venice, he talked about the wonders r
he had seen in China. The story of Marco Polo’s travels became popular all over Europe, S
even though many people thought Marco had made up a lot of the wonders he described.
One person who read Marco’s book believed it all. In fact, he was so excited that he
wanted to find a fast sea route to China. His name was Christopher Columbus...

ir Francis =~ *
Drake

1. What impact did Marco Polo’s journey have on the world of his 1
time? ;

2. Look at the pictures of other important people whose love for
travel and adventure broke the boundaries of their world.
Work in groups to choose one of these people and make a
5Ws chart about them. Then, present the information to your
classmates based on your chart.

In this Unit you will: m
e join some students on a journey round the wor

e look at interesting photos and learn about people

and places ‘ .
e plan an afternoon out with your friends

e send a virtual postcard
e read a poem

1S, wishes, likeg and dislikeg
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LESSON 22 - BREAKING THE BOUNDARIES

[EEELEE Breaking

the Boundaries
& ],4- Setting off

In 1271, 17-year-old Marco left his hometown of Venice to embark
on an adventure that was to last 24 years, and which took him to
places that Europeans had never heard of until then! Travelling
today is much easier, but just as exciting!

Why do you think people still see travelling as an adventure?

«P"Ep A tour of Europe

2.1 A group of B class students who participated
in an eTwinning project won a trip around the
world as first prize. One of the students,
Stefanos, is writing a letter to his penfriend
to tell him about the first part of their
journey.

Read the letter and trace the route
the students followed on the map.
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2.2 The pictures on this page come from Stefanos’s photo album. Read
the letter again, find the places he visited and label the pictures to

help him remember where he went.

LESSON 22 - BREAKING THE BOUNDARIES

Dedr Frank,

T know I Prom'\sed to send you aletter r\gh’c away, but we've been
on the go non-stop - we've barefy had time to catch our breath!

Anyway, here we dre in London, sitting in a Pub on the banks of the
river Thames, eating f'\sh and ch‘\Ps and thch'\ns the PeoF,?e 9o by. I'm
stidd Pinch‘mg mysdﬂ ... London is everyth‘mg we thought it would be,
and more! Tomorrow is going to be d busy day... Some of us dre visiting
Shc\kesPeqre's house in Strdtford—uPon—Avon and the others dare going
to Thorpe Park — '\f it doesnt rainl...

But fet me start at the beginning. Our adventure started 20 days
ago when we set of f from Thessafoniki. After a brief stop in Ttafy,
we flew to Madrid. We spent d marvellous 3 days going from footbaff
wmatches to f,()qmenco dances to tasty tapas bars and of course the
Prado Museum. We had to queue for two Eours to get in! Phew! ...

After that, we zi Pe:{ on to France, c{r'\v'\ng 'through the Pyrénées
where we gota bit fost going up and down and aff around! The French
countryside is ‘mqgn\f'\o\ue' my fr'\enc(, but the h'\ghf'\gh’c wads Raris, of
course, dnd the boat ride oh the Seine (...hot as bfue ds in the Postcdrds,
‘mon awmi’l).

We crossed over to Dover throuah the Chunnel and we have been
in London for the past few days, having a baff! Our train feaves for
Germany the day df‘ter tomorrow, where we're going to meet up with
dnother cfass of winners. They're going to show us dround. HoPefuMy,
we'£f get to eat some read sausdge dnd sduerkraut, and maybe see
d castle or twol

After Germany, we wilf be ﬂ’y\ng to our fast destindtion on this ,(’eg
of our journey, which is Hedsinki, in Findand. Too bad it's summertime...
Santa Claus wid Probabi’y be on hofiday somewhere hot! Crete maybe,
or Foridal

Okay, have to go now! It's afmost time for ‘Mme teq, dearie’l (Did
that sound British?). T4 send you your next uPc{c\'te fro*m Helsinki and
) try to f‘rt in some P‘\ctures!
Lots of Qove,

S‘tefc\nos

2.3 What means of transport do you think the students used in order to move from one place to the
next? Look at the map and the letter for clues.

UNIT 8 /141

o




UNIT8-ENGLISH.gxd:Layout 1 10/11/08 15:14 Page 142 Jap

LESSON 22 - BREAKING THE BOUNDARIES

& 3 A school reporter
.l/

3.1 Gregory, another student, has brought along his brand
new mini recorder and is recording his impressions of
the countries the class is travelling through in order to
write an article for his school newspaper. Listen and help
him decode his recordings.

L L T in the evening.

2. First, our friends visited the ..................... .

3. They felt sick from the ............... andthe .................. .

4. Georgiawas stungbya............ and the othersgot .................... .

3.2 Listen again and write True (T) or False (F).

1. People throw food into the fountains for the ducks.
2. The four friends visited museums in Venice.

3. Joanna didn’t want to eat hamburgers.

4. They all wanted to try the horsemeat.

5. They took a taxi which was brand new.

6. The four friends are going to eat outdoors.

ﬁ"‘l& An afternoon out
-

4.1 Work in groups. Imagine you are students from class B4 and you are now in Hastings, a seaside
town near Dover, in the area of East Sussex. You have a free afternoon and you want to decide what
to do. Look at the choices on the next page and the tips in the boxes below, and plan your outing.
Take into consideration the time available, the prices, your
interests, etc.

Negobiakion BIPERL
about reaching an &
egotiation as @ con

il
d greemen
e Negotiating 1S test that must
e Trynotto view n
get

iA i not to
?teisvzmportant to maintain control. Try
[ ]
emotional. e 7

nd the other perso
ber! You are trying
|| parties.

rit of coope

rih HEeR to find @ solution
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e Tryto create a sp!
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LESSON 23 - (T'S A SMALL WORLD AFTER ALL

It's

a Small World after All

«P}’]f Messages back home

1.1 Our friends are halfway through their journey now and they
want to share their experiences with Ms. Petridou, their English
teacher back home. Read their postcards and match them with
the pictures.

1] 20 ] 38[] 4[]

@Dear Ms. Petridou,

Well, we promised to keep you updated and so
here is our first postcard! After Helsinki, we
flew straight to Moscow, Russia. We thought
it would be cold, but the weather is actually
nice and mild. The people are quite friendly
and they keep speaking Russian to us! We saw
an amazing ballet performance and a concert
and we went sightseeing in the famous Red
Square. We also ate blinis with sour cream and
tasted some borscht.

Wwe'll write soon,

Class B4.

Dear Ms. Petridou,

On from Russia and through India, o finally
reach China. Our reservations were at a lovely
hotel in Beijing, which is a beautiful, lively city.
The inhabitants ride their bicycles everywhere
and they are probably the politest people on
earth! We had healthy Chinese food with lots
of vegetables, although we couldn't use the
chopsticks at alll North of Beijing, we visited
the Great Wall of China which winds its way
from mountaintop to mountaintop. Its total
length is around 6,500 km and it took nearly
1,000,000 men to build itl You can't really tell
how big it is from the postcard. You have to
see it o believe it!

Everyone sends their love,

Class B4.
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@Dear Ms. Petridou,

After two days in China, we packed our bags
and headed for Japan. Tokyo looks a lot like a
big American city - chaotic and noisy! There
are so many people everywhere! Imagine: there
is even a special uniformed man who pushes and
squeezes people onto the underground! We
didn't have time to visit any of the islands, but

we managed to see the majestic Mt. Fuji in the
distance with its snow-covered peak! We also

had some great sushi wrapped in sea weed.
Yum!

See you soon,
Sayonara,
Class B4.

Dear Ms. Petridou,

1.2 What were the things the students considered important enough to write
about to their teacher? Read the postcards again and complete the table.

Name of country

Our next destination was Australia, where we
are now. Did you know that the seasons here are
reversed and it is now winter? We have already
been to the famous Opera House where we
saw our very first opera and tomorrow we are
going to visit a wildlife reserve and hopefully
we'll get our first glimpse of kangaroos and
koala bears. We hope all is well with you. Have
to go now; we're going to buy some souvenirs!
We'll bring you a shark tooth necklace that we
saw ... if anyone can understand the currency
herel ...
Lots of love from everyone,
Class B4.

UNIT 8/145
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LESSON 23 - (T'S A SMALL WORLD AFTER ALL

4&’&2/ A virtual postcard

Send a virtual postcard to your friends from a city of your choice. Visit http://xenios.cti.gr/English/default.ntm.
Click on ‘skills’ and then on ‘Send a postcard’. There, you will find a variety of virtual postcards. Click
on http://cardengland.com/ and then on ‘send a card’. Choose the picture you like best and fill out
the details required. Write your card and send it!

POSTCARDS FROM eNnGglLAND
Send This Cazd:

Recipient’s name:

Recipient’s e-mail:

Your name:

Your e-mail:

Card title:

Your Message:
(250 characters max)
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LESSON 24 - A WORLD W(THOUT END

A World

without End
&f]/ Guess where!

1.1 Our friends are now on the last leg of their journey and they
are visiting the final three countries. Read the clues below to
see if you can guess the remaining countries and write the
name of each country in the box provided.

#= This country is in the same hemisphere as Australia
but in a different continent.

~ |ts flag is green and yellow.

# |t has a world famous football team.

= Every year an amazing carnival takes place there.

== This country is in yet another continent.
# |n ancient times, the Greeks had visited it.
# It had an amazing civilisation just as important as our own.
= The longest river in the world runs through it.

Clues: @

== This country has dozens and dozens of islands.

= The southernmost point of Europe is found in this country.

# It is not in the same continent as the previous country
although they are very close to each other.

|t is known as “The Cradle of Democracy”.

1.2 Look at the pictures and guess which country each one
comes from. What helped you decide?

(%E/ ‘On top of the World’

Work in groups. Visit http://xenios.cti.gr. Click on ‘by computer to England’, then on ‘Language practice’
and on ‘London map’. Click on the link http://www.lonelyplanet.com. Select a continent, then a country
and some popular places in this country. Open the photo gallery, choose the pictures you like best,
print them and make a collage portraying different aspects of this country. Write captions under the
pictures and display your collage in class.

UNIT 8/ 147
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LESSON 24 - A WORLD W(THOUT END

%-‘{— . u
& ;.« The end of a magical journey
-

3.1 Melina sent her friend Lydia a final e-mail telling her about what this amazing journey with her
friends meant to her. Read her e-mail to see what conclusion she came to about people all over
the world.
m

L ey e e ol Bl Tasreseryr W f T ploees g8 15,

e || Melina
"= || Lydia

T . .
fesi=st || An amazing journey

Dear Lydia,

After two lovely days in Athens, I'm all packed and ready to go. I’'m waiting for the rest of the group to come down,
so I’'m writing this final e-mail before we come back home. At last! It's been an amazing trip, an unforgettable
experience, the journey of a lifetime. It was extraordinary seeing the endless variety of cultures, customs and
traditions, and the differences that exist in the ways people look and behave. And although we couldn’t agree on
what country was the best, or where we had the most fun, we did all agree on one thing: no matter where they come
from and despite their endless differences, people everywhere are basically the same, with the same needs, fears
and hopes for the future ... It’s a comforting thought, I think ...

See you in a few hours!

Melina

3.2 Do you agree with Melina’s point of view? Go back to page 9 of your book and discuss how her
final comment relates to the idea of ‘Unity in Diversity’.

3.3 Look at the globe. It represents the idea that
many diverse pieces can interconnect to
form a harmonious whole. Think of words
that represent this idea for you and
write them down within the globe.

.
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LESSON 24 - A WORLD W(THOUT END

A magnificent poem

Kavafis is one of the most prominent Greek poets whose poems have been translated into English,
French, ltalian, German, and several other languages. Read his poem “lthaca” and discuss why the
‘journey’ is more important than the ‘destination’.

ITHACA

As you set out for Ithaca

hope thatyourjom’ney isa long one,

Sfull of adventure, full of discovery.
Laistrygonians and Cyclops,

angry Poseidon-do not be afraid of them:
you'll never_ﬁnd things like that on your way
as long as you keep your thoughts raised high,
as long as a rare sensation

touches your spirit and your body.
Laistrygonians and Cyclops,

wild Poseidon—you won't encounter them
unless you bring them along inside your soul,

unlessyour soul sets them up in front of you.

Hope that your journey is a long one.

May there be many summer mornings when,
with what pleasure, what joy,

you come into harbors seen for the first time;
may you stop at Phoenician trading stations
to buy fine things,

mother of pearl and coral, amber , ebony,
sensual perfume of every kind-

as many sensual perfumes as you can;

and may you visit many Egyptian cities

to learn and learn again from those who know.

Keep Ithaca always in your mind.

Arriving there is what you're destined for.

But do not hurry the journey at all.

Better if it lasts for years,

so that you're old by the time you reach the island,
wealthy with all you have gained on the way,

not expecting Ithaca to make you rich.

Ithaca gave you the marvelous journey.

Without her you would not have set out.

She has nothing left to give you now.

And if you find her poor, Ithaca won't have fooled you.

Wise as you will have become, so full of experience,

M you'll have understood by then what these Ithacas mean.

Translated by
Edmund Keeley & Philip Sherrard
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Work by yourself and tick the sentences that are true for you. You can discuss your answers in class.

Speaking
1. When doing a speaking activity in English, 2. When | participate in a pair or group discussion,
O 1 think about the topic, the purpose and O 1take up different roles to suit the situation.
the audience. O | make contributions that are relevant to
O | choose appropriate vocabulary and the topic.
syntax. O | make sure that we all take turns in the
O 1 use correct pronunciation and intonation. discussion.
O I don’t worry if | make mistakes, as long as O I respond to others appropriately, taking
| make myself understood. into account what they say.
O | present what | say clearly. O | express my ideas in English.
L1 GHEET ... 0 . o L O 1 deal politely with opposing points.
[BIEEITer ........................... N

Look back at the speaking activities you did in Units 1-8. Were they difficult or easy to do? Did you
enjoy them? Why / Why not? How can you improve your speaking skills? Share your answers in class.

Reflecting on your Learning

Tick the sentences that are true for you.
At the end of Lessons 22, 23 and 24, | think | can

[0 discuss the content of pictures and [0 send a virtual postcard
where they come from

[ talk about people and places from all [0 discuss the main ideas of a poem

all over the world
O plan an afternoon out with my friends O express opinions, wishes, likes and dislikes
150/ UNIT 8





